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Elevation 1:500

Klagenfurt 1Tracing Domains An inferred urban structure uncovered

1 Landing

The position where a proposed 
green pedestrian bridge enters the 
site, making a direct connection 
between it, the platforms of the 
train station and the southern part 
of the city on the other side.

A residential building with a 
substantial depth of 18m, unlocked 
by the insertion of two voids along 
a large interior corridor, is able to 
house a number of unconventional 
interesting spatial typologies.

The block completes the building on the 
corner of Bahnhof square and reinstates 
the southern boundary of the site.

On the ground floor there can be studios 
for artists that live in the block.

2 Remise

In the corner of Bahnhof square 
lies the most prominent entrance 
to the site. After squeezing through 
between the buildings the hidden 
inside of the block unfolds.

The building on the left houses bars 
and restaurants of different sizes with 
access to a hidden garden behind.

The building on the right contains 
kitchens and food production facilities 
that squeeze the most out of the 
produce from the greenhouse.

In-between, the passage is 
glazed and becomes a place 
to have a drink outside.

When you come out at the other end 
there’s an orchard where you can sit 
among the trees. The space echoes 
the gesture made across the street 
in front of the Fachberufsschule.

3 Greenhouse

The existing structure is repurposed 
and extended, inside it there’s an 
educational greenhouse that’s 
sufficiently large to comfortably grow 
enough produce to genuinely supply 
the bars and restaurants next door 
in the quantities they demand.

There’s a mezzanine with classrooms 
and offices. The necessary equipment 
and supplies for maintaining the 
garden can be stored underneath.

To a large extent the garden should 
be accessible to the public so they 
too can enjoy this particular type 
of controlled “outside” space.

4 Market

The structure of the existing workshop 
is kept. The empty hall provides a large 
covered market square. On top there’s 
a publicly accessible raised garden 
with an orangery filled with fruit trees 
that can be used for small events.

On top of the roof are seven stacked 
floors of family apartments, shifted out, 
away from neighbouring buildings. A 
public rooftop tops the tower. From here 
you’ll have the best views over medieval 
Klagenfurt from Viktringer Vorstadt.

The existing basement is filled 
with buffers and installations for a 
centralised heating and cooling system.

The old office building at the end is 
renovated and topped with two more 
floors. It can flexibly accommodate 
growing businesses by linking 
or dividing bays as needed.

6 Makers’ court

This ensemble of existing buildings of 
specific shapes and sizes precisely 
suiting their program is expanded 
by the addition of a tower “grown” 
from the present structure.

A structural grid of two floors high 
allows in-between floors to be added 
and removed flexibly, offering diverse 
spatial possibilities. The apartments 
house the students of the court as 
well as invited artists in residence.

The office building is modernised and 
enlarged. It confidently marks the 
north-eastern corner of the site and the 
entrance to the court and houses small 
businesses related to craftsmanship, 
that are “at home” between makers.

The court itself will remain empty to 
freely facilitate makers to seasonally 
construct large-scale collective projects 
and to act as an overflow space for 
the surrounding workshops as well.

7 Quiet garden

The car dealership is almost entirely 
demolished. Only a row of columns 
remains, defining the soft edge 
between adjacent domains.

The plot is enclosed yet accessible 
from all sides. A single building in 
the middle, with an open, traversable 
ground floor, creates an inverted 
condition. A building in a garden.

The building is a highly adaptable 
universal structure, now programmed 
with larger office space. On the ground 
floor there’s a canteen that serves the 
neighbouring makers’ court as well.

A row of existing garages are opened-
up and form the connection to the 
market. At the same time it’s used as 
an open gallery for pop-up art shows.

8 Forest

Where the car dealership 
used to be now stands a new 
perimeter housing block.

In the spirit of Klaus Littmann, instead of 
asphalt the interior is filled with trees.

The block defines the contour of the 
site on two sides and connects to 
neighbouring buildings at both ends.

In this corner you access the site in a 
deviated way by first passing under the 
building into the slightly elevated forest.

On the ground floor there are facilities 
for the residents to enjoy and in the 
basement, that’s situated only directly 
underneath the building, there’s parking.

The block is filled with affordable 
apartments that contain glazed 
outside spaces. Besides shielding 
the residents from the noise from the 
trains, the space allows for prolonging 
the seasons. A Jahreszeitenzimmer.

9 Park

With the demolition of the swimming 
pool, space opened up for the 
creation of a large city park that’s 
strategically located in the wider 
urban context, in-between several 
large educational institutions.

The park is framed by two new housing 
blocks, north and west, and on the 
eastern side a thick row of trees creates 
a barrier along the Lastenstraße.

The housing on the south is a 
contemporary interpretation of 
the typology of the existing block 
next to it with a gym in its plinth.

The L-shaped building is filled 
with single room apartments for 
starters and students, reminiscent 
of Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky’s 
Wohnung Einer Berufstätigen Frau.

On the ground floor, in the 
basement and under the hill 
there’s a smart mobility hub.

5 Collective garden

Mirroring the gesture made by the 
opposing housing block that turns 
inward, a new building defines an 
entrance square in front of the 
old tram remise. Inside there are 
apartments with large open floors 
that invite residents to creatively 
shape their living environment.

A linear apartment building alongside 
the existing housing block on 
Gabelsbergerstraße defines a shared 
garden on the interior as well as a clear 
passage along the greenhouse and 
market. The block has interior corridors 
with apartments facing both ways.

The plinths of both buildings are 
occupied by smaller local shops.

Existing plan

A fenced-off amorphic urban fabric

Defined domains Contained interiors

Well-defined public interiors

Diverse urban typologies

Unlocked interiors/Connected domains

Opened clusters

Overlapping spaces of interaction

Porous urban fabric

At the heart of Viktringer Vorstadt lies 
a site in desperate need of structure. 
Not a superimposed model, but a 
resilient framework for future growth.

To create a unique part of the city, 
the proposed strategy is to look 
into the existing fabric and its 
domains, to identify and complete 
them, so they can propagate 
outwards and revitalize each other.

Overlapping domains meet and form 
an open network of public interiors, 
a new realm for sharing, exchange 
and learning. Each mediates with 
the context, while creating a defined 
assemblage of various typologies.

The site is a laboratory of 
interconnected domestic prototypes, 
mixed with interdisciplinary education 
and diverse green public spaces thus 
reinforcing Klagenfurt as a destination 
along the Baltic-Adriatic corridor.

Idea diagram
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Klagenfurt 2Tracing Domains An inferred urban structure uncovered

2022 Pop-up bars 
Start-up events in remise

2024 Greenhouse built 
Education begins 
Restaurant opens

2026 High speed train operational 
Pedestrian bridge

2030 New residents move in 

2035 Large expansion  

2040 A new city park

Network of outdoor spaces

1 Food square
2 Foodhall terrace
3 Orchard
4 Collective garden
5 Vegetable garden
6 Shared lobbies
7 Crafts passage
8 Food market
9 Meeting square and a main shared route
10 Green pedestrian bridge
11 Makers’ square
12 Contemplation garden
13 Entrance square
14 Collective urban pockets and alleys
15 Urban forest
16 Park

Implementation

1 Renovation and extension of the 
existing halls and outdoor spaces

2 New residential block and green 
bridge connecting to the platforms 
of the railway station

3 New residential and mixed-use blocks, 
renovation of the hall and office

4 New residential extension and rebuilding the 
office block, renovation of existing buildings

5 Demolition of the existing buildings, 
new housing court and urban forest

6 Above-ground demolition of the swimming 
pool, new residential blocks and a park
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Evolution of built structures

Existing

New

Demolished

The crucial aspect of the project 
site is its porosity. With each 
assembly of buildings remaining 
open towards its surroundings 
and towards each other.

Public spaces float freely, 
changing their size and 
character, inviting inhabitants 
and visitors to explore diverse 
connections, squares, passages 
and alleys in-between various 
programs, interacting and 
learning from one another.

There are no more sealed or 
enclosed spaces in this network 
that extends towards the city.
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We propose a clear new structure 
for the strategic site, defining it 
as four quadrants connected by a 
green cross of streets where car 
parking is replaced with fields of 
plants and flowers, and the road 
is covered by a canopy of trees.

With priority for pedestrians 
and cyclists, the connections 
between the city centre and the 
train station are strengthened 
and transformed into green 
boulevards and alleys.

Connections

Main green boulevard

City avenue

Foodhall passage

New education route

Logistics connection

Nature alley

HUB for shared mobility

Cycling

Car traffic, destination only

Pedestrian area

Main pedestrian routes

Main bike routes

Bike parking spots

HUB for shared mobility

Green

Green boulevards

Green city avenue

Green pedestrian bridge

Differentiated green areas

HUB for shared mobility

Car traffic, destination only

Pedestrian area

View of the urban interior of the crafts passage 
Exchange between domains


